





Our goal is simple: provide public information in a concise 
format on construction projects, planning initiatives and whatever 
else affects living and working in Boston. The Boston Informer was 
created by the three of us—an architect, a transportation planner and 
a management consultant—to meet this goal. 

So welcome to The Boston Informer and thanks for subscribing. 
Anthony Casendino, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


New Northern Avenue Bridge 

Eventually anew Northern Avenue Bridge 
over the Fort Point Channel will be built, 
connecting to New Northern Avenue, now 
being laid out. What will then become of the 
old Northern Avenue swing bridge? 


There is strong sentiment to preserve the bridge as a pedestrian 
link between downtown Boston and the Fan Pier area and the new 
Federal Courthouse. Henry Cobb, lead architect of the new court- 
house, is among the strongest proponents. The Central Artery Final 
Supplemental EIS/EIR reported that “city officials” plan to save the 
bridge in an open position. 

However, the bridge is in very poor repair and the city is trying 
to estimate costs of repair and renovation for several alternatives, 
and for comparison, the cost of demolition. 

Additional reuse ideas, such as a water transportation terminal, 
and how such uses could provide public or private funding for 
renovation of the bridge are being discussed among federal, state, 
and city agencies and private-sector representatives in the Fort Point 
Channel Public Realm Plan working group. 

Final recommendations should be reached by mid-1993. 





Northern Avenue Replacement Ramp 

Update: The contoversial proposed "tem- 
porary" ramp to replace the on-ramp at Northern 
Avenue, which must be removed as part of the 
Central Artery utility relocations work, is almost 
certain to be built sometime in the next few 
years. The ramp would replace the existing on-ramp, keeping some 
225 cars off Atlantic Avenue, cars that would have used the ramp at 
Northern Avenue to get onto the Central Artery. The temporary 
ramp will help keep the intersection of State Street and Atlantic 
Avenue from virtual gridlock and will allow High Street to be 
reversed during tunnel construction to divert traffic to the ramp. 

The ramp is proposed to be built in the open land next to the 
Artery between Rowes Wharf and Harbor Towers. The ramp will 
allow the use of innovative (only considered innovative here in 
Boston) traffic-management techniques such as ramp metering to 
regulate the number of vehicles going onto the Central Artery which 
determines the how well the ramp will work. Off-peak closures of 
the temporary ramp are also under consideration. 
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Dirt Disposal at Governors Island 
East Boston residents have been meeting 
regularly with Central Artery officials, trying to 
come up with solutions to the problems associ- 
ated with the Governors Island containment area. 


Governors Island, a part of Logan Airport at the 
southern end, has been destined to receive excavated material from 


the Bird Island Flats East Boston end of the Third Harbor Tunnel all 
along, but plans changed when the Federal Aviation Administration 
restricted the height of any stockpile on Governors Island to a 10- 
foot maximum above the existing elevation to avoid interference 
with its radar. This restriction, coupled with design changes at Bird 
Island Flats, forced a rethinking of disposal sites for 1.3 million 
cubic yards of excavate. 

It was decided that most of the material from Bird Island Flats 
would be barged to Spectacle Island and that harbor sediments 
would be deposited at Governors Island. However, two issues soon 
came to the fore: lime used to neutralize the sediments was blowing, 
creating a hazard for airplanes, and how to treat the fuel-contami- 
nated soil excavated from Bird Island Flats. 

Original plans to incinerate the petroleum-contaminated soil 
have been dropped and Central Artery officials are looking at on- 
and off-site treatment options. It is estimated that only about 4 
percent of the soil being placed at Governors Island is fuel-contami- 
nated. The entire pit, however, will continue to be monitored. The 
most critical monitoring, according to an independent consultant, is 
that of the lead content of the excavate. 





Don't bet your life’s savings on these dates, but here's a... 


Tentative Central Artery/Tunnel Schedule: 


1994 
1994 
1998 (mid) 
1999 (late) 
2000 
2001 


Utility relocations complete 
Harbor Tunnel open to commercial vehicles 
Northbound depressed Artery opens 
Southbound depressed Artery opens 
Elevated Artery dismantled 
Surface-street restoration 

Schedule as of July 1992 
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What They're Saying Charles/MGH station is the only Red Line station in the MBTA 





system for which accessibility plans for the disabled have not been 
developed. Originally planned to be made accessible as part of the 
Bowdoin-Charles connector project, those preliminary plans were 
shelved along with the Bowdoin-Charles project in the 1980s. Plans to 
somehow add elevators from the sidewalk may finally be in the works, 
a result of the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
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“Cut out all these statistics! Just give us the facts!” | 
Langone on Governors Island I; 
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“Ifa prolonged utility outage hits us, the New 
a ban A um ould become the world’s 
&8es : 


William Whitney, New England Aquarium 
+ 








“T think this cost estimate is good news for the 
Commonwealth, because it represents an antici- 
ted and manageable cost increase in the project. 
don't think anyone e the cost to go down.” 
Peter M. Zuk, Project Director, Central Artery/ 
fe Tunnel on the cost increase — 



















As the $81 million MBTA contract was awarded for the new South Station bus 
terminal, the Tufts University Development Corp. (TUDC) filed an Environmental 
Notification Form for its $600 million International Research Center on the BRA’s 
South Station air rights. The Tufts project is divided into three sections: parking for 564 
(1995) and two 7-story buildings for biomedical labs/offices (1998); two 25-story 
buildings (1997); a 40-story, 1 million sq. ft. office building & 400 parking spaces (1997). 

Although parking spaces are for the TUDC's "exclusive use” TUDC acknowledges 
that if the parking is available before the building space, it will serve as “temporary 
replacement parking for...users whose parking spaces have been removed as result of 
the Central Artery construction.” 
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Construction along Purchase, Broad and Batterymarch streets to relocated 
the 30-inch gas main has been delayed again while the construction contract 
is out to bid again. This work is already 18 months late starting. 

Work to relocate the New East Side Interceptor (NESI) is proceeding. This 
84-inch sewer will be moved out of the Central Area. No news yet on when 
the 14C series (waterfront) utility relocation work, scheduled to start this 
summer, will begin. 
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Burroughs Wharf, a two-building , 69-unit condominium complex on the North End 

waterfront, was recently auctioned and sold for $11.8 million tothe Tumer Construction 

j Corp. of New York and A and N Corp. of Wellesley 

The previous developer owed the bank $43.3 million and had been unable to finish 
\ the buildings due to both lack of financing and violations of fire codes. One building is | °°: 
sheathed in wood to give it a “historic-waterfront” look, but fire codes require a fireproof | <::-:: 
=\\y covering. The previous developer claimed that to wrap the building with a fireproof ote! 
“-::.¥. material would make it too heavy forthe Sumner Tunnel tube over which it sits. Thenew | 202. 
.::] Owners will cover the building with a fireproof material to bring it up to code. ite! 
The new owners say they intend to complete the buildings by mid-winter. Outside iets 
observers estimate the cost of completion at $8 million to $12 million. aie 


















What's Up? 


Pe It’s finally official: the opening date for the depressed 
Central Artery has been changed by project officials, from 1998 to 
2000, and the estimated cost of the project is now $5.8 billion, up 
from $5.2 billion. The delays and cost increases are attributed to 
design changes, including ramps to South Station, hazardous waste 
removal, design changes to improve the artery’s interface with 
nearby transit projects, and others. The new cost estimate does not 
include another $400 million to $600 million for the revised Charles 
River Crossing, still under review. 

The third harbor tunnel opening date is still projected for 1994, but 
for commercial vehicles and commercial high-occupancy vehicles 
only. 


The 300-foot vent building on Atlantic Avenue, origi- 
nally designed to share land with the existing Boston Edison 
substation, will now be re-planned after a deal that will result in the 
relocation of the substation. 

The deal, which may save the Artery/Tunnel project millions of 
dollars, will give Boston Edison the parcel on High Street, near 
Congress Street, next to the Keystone Building. The removal of the 
substation will allow the vent building to be redesigned, with the 
mechanicals below grade, exposing only the stacks. 

The intention has been to design the vent building so it has an 
active street level—e.g., ground-floor retail—and Artery officials 
are “pursuing” joint development at the site. But Boston Edison will 
retain ownership of the land, in effect giving Edison development 
control. There are concerns that, if the state won't own the land, it 
may be years before there is development to wrap the stacks, leaving 


inhospitable pedestrian environment. 
e The Cambridge Street Study Committee, after months 


of meetings and debate, has developed an eight-point proposal to 
push the renewal of Cambridge Street. Included are calls for the 
BRA to establish permanent zoning for Cambridge Street; an 
analysis of the function of Cambridge Street as a regional road and 
its relationship to other arterials, such as Merrimac/Congress streets; 
a reassessment of existing on-street parking policies; and a reminder 
to the MDC that Charles Circle is a gateway to Boston and should 
considered in MDC planning. 


The need to not only connect North and South stations, but 
also to improve transit service to the under-served waterfront/ 
financial district seems to be catching fire. There have been two big 
public meetings of the first phase of the study, funded by the Feds 
and sponsored by EOTC, that elicited ideas from interested persons 
The study will not only look at a heavy rail connection, including 
alignments with the Central Artery and under Congress Street, but 
also at a possible surface connection along the Central Artery 
surface streets. 


An Outside committee to monitor Central Artery/Tunnel 
Project mitigation commitments was recently formed by the State. 
The Central Artery Environmental Oversight Committee, chaired 
by Mark Primack, head of the GreenSpace Alliance, includes 
representatives of the Artery Business Committee; Move Mass. 
2000; Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC); 1000 Friends 
of Massachusetts; MBTA Advisory Board; and Bridge Design 
Review Committee. 

The committee’s charge is to “monitor progress by the Central 
Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel Project...toward implementing the 
environmental, transportation, and land use mitigation commit- 
ments made by the Commonwealth.” The committee is currently 
looking at the enormous pricetag—$3.7 billion for transit mitigation 
alone—and the implementation schedule. 

Monthly meetings are held at the State Transportation Building. 
For meeting dates or questions/comments on the mitigation mea- 
sures, call Anne Fanton at MAPC, 451-2770. 


Whom do I contact?? 


Fred Markey, Central ey Liaison for 
Central Area...call 457-5471 


Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce/ 
Artery Business Committee...call 227-4500 


MBTA Blue Line Lost and Found 
...call 722-5533 


Central Arte 


Emergency Concerns 
...call CAT- 


ELP 
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ARTERY ANSWER MAN 
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Q. 
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Q. 


A. 
_ feet below street level. However, Central Artery 
_ officials have been reevaluating this concept in 


You were asking... 


When will the utility relocations start? 
The utility relocations work will be on schedule 


_ based on the next published schedule. 


Will the Artery go above or below the Red 


Line when it crosses at Dewey Square 
Current plans call for the northbou 


Central — 
be to go beneath the Red Line, some 115 


part because of the extraordinarily difficult 
construction. Putting the tunnel above the Red 
Line could simplify construction and would also 


simplify plans for the South Boston Piers 


Transitway and could help achieve the rail 
connection between North and South stations. 


. Who owns the brick walk behind the 


Aquarium Garage? It's a mess—bricks are 
loose or broken and it generally looks bad. 


. That land is old Atlantic Avenue and is owned 


(and poorly maintained) by the BRA, 722-4300. 


The Boston Informer 
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Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; vice- 
presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $20.00 per year. 
Inquiries may be sent to PO Box 1473, Boston, MA 02205- 
1473. Phone (617) 723-3584. 





